
MCM Comic Expo 

One early Saturday morning, I and fellow Spinebreaker Sarah Jones dragged 

ourselves up to the London Excel Centre to attend the legendary MCM Comic 

Expo. Along with thousands of other fervent fans in all manner of costumes, 

we jammed ourselves onto the DLR, eagerly 

anticipating our chance to brush with our      

favourite TV stars. 

Amongst a mass of weird and wonderful characters we queued up to 

receive our much-coveted stamps. Once inside we faced a bedazzling 

range of stalls, from doctor who collectibles to meeting the stars. Our 

first stop was at the Penguin table, to meet renowned comedian and 

author of the Young Bond series, Charlie Higson. So what did Charlie 

have to say about the event? 

Ψ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ 

LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƛŎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

before. I donΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƻŦŦ-

putting to tell you the truth. Here I am to 

talk about a comic detailing the life of a 

young boy in Eton and all I can see for a 

р ƳƛƭŜ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƴƎŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŜ ŦŀƴǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿŜƛǊŘ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ LΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΗέ 

On the subject of his latest 

publication, the graphic novel of the 

first Young Bond book, Silverfin, 

Charlie was measurably more 

enthusiastic.  

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ YŜǾ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΣ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƛŎ ōƻƻƪ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΣ 

ǎƻ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎƻƴŦƛŘent that it will be successful! Yes, it was a tricky 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǾŜǊȅ ǘǊƛŎƪȅΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ 

which you loved from your book into a few pictures. It was very 

difficult letting go of those little titbits which you love, but they had 

to be sacrificed, because the comic book format is quite different to 

Ƴȅ ƴƻǾŜƭǎΦ έ 

Here Charlie paused to chat to some fans, all of whom told him that the comic was amazing. 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ōƻƻƪǎΦ !ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ YŜǾΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ όƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦύ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻ ŀƳ LΦέ  

Good news for Young Bond fans. And, in answer to the Spinebreakers customary question, Charlie 

gave a rather unusual answer... 



 ά²ƻǳƭŘ L ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōŜ ŀ ǇǳŦŦƛƴ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŜƴƎǳƛƴΚ IƳƳΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀ ǇǳŦŦƛƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŜƴƎǳƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ tǳŦŦƛƴǎΦ ! ǎƘŀǊƪ ƳŀȅōŜΚ bƻΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

getting wiped out too. Hmm. A rat, perhaps? Yes, a rat, they can stand up to 

anythƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƛǘǎ ƳŜΦέ  

After chatting to Charlie for a while, we were at our leisure to explore all that the 

convention had to offer. We were too late to catch the Heroes conference, but 

we were able to catch a quick glimpse of some of the stars, including Ben Barnes 

(AKA Prince Caspian), Warwick Davis (AKA Willow or Professor Flitwick), Hannah 

όȅŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ { /ƭǳōύΣ Andrew-Lee Potts (AKA Connor Temple, of 

Primeval fame) Terry Carter (Colonel Tigh from Battlestar Galactica) and a whole host of Heroes 

characters, from Greg Grunberg to Brea Grant. We were even able to get a quick picture taken with 

the man himself, David Tenant.  

hƴŎŜ ǿŜΩŘ ŘƻƴŜ ΨŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅ ǘǊŀǿƭƛƴƎΩ ǿŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ {Ŏƛ-Fi free 

air and went to grab some lunch. We picked an ideal spot to watch the zany 

micro-society go past, and went people watching over our meal deals. Among 

the funniest things (as ranked by us) were these unlikely people, including the 

Joker stopping to grab a bite, some pretty kitschy costumes and the youngest comic fan we saw 

posing for some photos. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On re-entering the convention, we indulged ourselves in a little game 

Ψ²Ƙƻ Ŏŀƴ ǎǇƻǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŦŀƪŜ ǿŜŀǇƻƴΚΩ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

give it to a man carrying a giant axe which could be seen over the tops of 

the tents. We also (using my little brother as the perfect picture 

opportunity) snapped some fun photos to jazz up this report, whilst we 

waited impatiently for the Merlin cast to take to the stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

But still we found ourselves waiting, so we went window-

shopping. Our favourite item was this t-shirt which we 

thought embodied the penguin spirit. We also took the 

chance to find out a little more about the new craze 

sweeping comic conventions everywhere. We stopped to 

talk to some of the generous people offering comfort and 

solace in free hugs. 

 ά{ǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŀƴΣ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦέ 

 ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƭƻƳǇŦΚ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ŀǘ 

someone and wrap your legs around them. You gotta be 

careful, they can do some damage!έ 

 ά! ǇǳŦŦƛƴ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŜƴƎǳƛƴΚ ²ƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΚέ 

 ά/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ IƛƎǎƻƴΚ hƘΗ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘǳŘŜΣ ǎǳǊŜΣ LΩŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ 

ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƘǳƎΦέ 

Having politely declined 

the offer of a free 

glompf, we moved swiftly on, just in time to catch a glimpse of the 

stars of Merlin, namely Colin Morgan and Bradley, having their 

ƭǳƴŎƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ 

completed, as we used our special Spinebreakers privileges (writing 



free hugs on my notebook and hovering by the stage door) to secure 

her a hug with Merlin. 

Having all fulfilled our dreams for the day, we felt free to wander, and 

ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ 

but made us smile, or were just downright cool! 

                                                                                                                                                                                            

But, all great things must 

come to an end, and it was 

with reluctance that we and 

the comiced-up fans 

crammed back onto the DLR 

to head home. Never before 

have I been so amused, nor 

seen so many stormtroopers 

in the middle of Lewisham! 

Olivia Scott-Berry 


