MCM Comic Expo

One early Saturday morninand fellow Spinebreaker Sarah Jones dragged

ourselves up to the London Excel Centre to attend the legendary MCM Comic
Expo. Along with thousands of other fervent fans in all manner of costumes,

we jammed ourselves onto the DLR, eagerly

anticipating our chnce to brush with our
favourite TV stars.

Amongst a mass of weird and wonderéhiaracters we queued up to &

receive our muckcoveted stamps. Once inside we faced a bedazzling [

range of stalls, from doctor who collectibles to meeting the st@ns:
first stop was at the Penguin table, to meet renowned comedian and
author of the Young Bond series, ChaHigson. So what did Charlie
have to say about the event?
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putting to tell you the truth. Here | am to
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young boy in Eton and all | can see for &
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On the subject of his latest
publication, the graphic novel of the
first Young Bond book, Silverfin,
Charlie was measurably more
enthusiastic.
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which you loved from your book into a few pictures. It was very

difficult letting go of those little titbits which you love, but thegd

to be sacrificed, because the comic book format is quite different to
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Here Charlie paused to chat to some fans, all of whom told him that the comic was amazing.
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Good news for Young Bond fans. And, in answer to the Spinebreakers customary question, Charlie
gave a rather unusual answer...



G2 2dzf R 6LS NI (KISNIAY 2NJ I LISy 3IdZAyK | YYdP 2Sff3 LQY
LISy3ddziya INB ISGGAY3I 6ALISR 2dzid . dzi GKSy | 3FAYyS
getting wiped out too. Hmm. A rat, perhaps? Yes, a rat, they can stand up to
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After chatting to Charlie for a while, we were at our leisure to explore all that the
convention had to offer. We were too late to catch the Heroes conference, but

. we were able to catch a quickmlpse of some of the stars, including Ben Barnes
(AKA Prince Caspian), Warwick Davis (AKA Willow or Professor Flitwick), Hannah
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Primeval fame) Terry Carter (Colonel Tfghm Battlesar Galactica) and a whole host of Heroes
characters, from Greg GrunbergBoea GrantWe were even able to get a quick picture taken with

the man himself, David Tenant.
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air and went to grab some lunch. We picked an ideal spot to watch the zan
micro-society go past, and went people watching over our meal deals. Among® /
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the funniest things (as ranked by us) were these unlikely people, including t
Joker stopping to grab a bitsome pretty kitschy costumes and the youngest comic fan we saw
posing for some photos.




Onre-entering the convention, we indulged ourselves in a little game
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give it to aman carrying a giant axe which could be seen tivertops of
the tents. We alsousing my little brother as the perfect picture
opportunity) snapped some fun photos to jazz thyis report, whilst we
waited impatiently forthe Merlin cast to take to the age.
But still we found ourselves waiting, so we went window
shopping. Our favourite item was thishirt which we
thought embodied the penguin spirit. We also took the
chance to find out a little more about the new craze
sweeping comic conventigreverywhere. We stopped to
talk to some of the generous people offering comfort and
solace in free hugs.
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someone and wrap your legs arourftein. You gotta be
careful, they can do some damage!
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Having politely declined
the offer of a free
glompf, we moved swiftly on, just iime to catch a glimpse of the
stars of Merlin, namely Colin Morgan and Bradley, having their
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completed, as we used our special Spinebreakers privil¢geting




free hugs on my notebook and haweg by the stage door) teecure
her a hug with Merlin.

Having all fulfilled our dreams for the day, we felt free to wander, an
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but made us smile, or were just downright cool!

But, all great things must
come to an end, and it was
with reluctancethat we and
the comicedup fans
crammed back onto the DLR
to head home. Never before
have | been so amused, nor
seen so many stormtroopers
in the middle of Lewisham!

Olivia ScottBerry



